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In Scotland; there are 888 dairy herds,
and 180,293 dairy cows giving an average
dairy hetd of 203 cows.
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Once the calf has had its first . whilst others'are . ] ’
drink of colostrum from the cow, it ' i
is taken away and reared with other
calves. Colostrum is another name
for the first milk the cow produces
- it is particularly important as it
contains antibodies which get the
calf of to a good start. |

—_— e o E——

' outside in the warm
. months and come . [ ' 5.0
s indoors overhe (AR TR

Like humans, dairydg:g;NS :
Within € need a bt';\\'an(?e;i V:,or.k ‘o milk.
the dairy hert‘i . ‘ Animal nutrltlonlesC: N nce
ealla ide the corr
£ thitC:tvgcs;:sr of lactation '\ pm:f‘cri\itrients to cows at A
differe . ik : .
(milk productmn). Peak mi ifferent life stages. / \
roduction occy - — Whole
0 Milk yields the / \ milk ic
i What the cow gives
her rest perio /7 Usand by removing Dairy

i . ave
this period she is not Some of the fat yo other \Ne§tockr: il
ilked atall ~ i can get semi skimmed (R CAARANINNS it
\ m - Da\TV . traceab\\\ V
N cows Produes :{; © swmmed milk. ensures i ensuring
. calves: . milkis low in fat @EULLIELE y 2
\\ fema\?n  future LGENY/ and a good source of { quality of prqduc :
DN pich will beco . calcium ang o WP
g in the he \ ot
s do protein. { ARy
Male calveé e
&\ not produce ._ L II.
O m\\k so are if':
either reared =
for med .
roduction 4 i

' A\ . —u Whilst outside cows eat grass
Some and when indoors they also eat
) Scottish dairy -grass (in the form of silage),
farms use sexed cereals like barley, wheat, oats
| semen. This means and high protein foods like peas
they can increase the and soya.

Dairy cows stay in tﬁ”e'\‘fherd for
on average 6.5 years"éfter whig
milk production drops off and 't \ number of female  /
cow leaves the herd and entérs calves being /

the meat supply chain. N - born. P © The Royal Highland Education Trust 2019

— - For more information visit www.rhet.org.uk



